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HISTORICAL SOURCE 1:
An account of an Emancipation Day celebration held in
Jamaica on 1st August 1838, written by William Ramsay.

The sentences shown in the box below are extracts from a two-page account of a
1st August celebration held on a Jamaican sugar estate called Dawkins Caymanas,
near Spanish Town. The account was written in 1838 by Mr William Ramsay, one
of the guests at the celebration. The original document is in the National Maritime
Museum’s archive collections in London. Some of the content has been adapted
and edited to make the transcript easier to read.

Celebration of the 1st August 1838 at Dawkins Caymanas near Spanish Town

Surely the Reverend Mr Phillippo must be  All 300 guests sat down to their repast at
a proud and happy man. Not only did about 5 o'clock.

His Excellency, the Governor, receive him
and his immense congregation on the
memorable 1st of August with honours
that could have been acceded only
to Royalty itself but condescended, it
is said, at the Reverend Gentleman’s
request to attend an entertainment given
on Friday last by the Apprentices of his

congregation at Dawkins Caymanas...  Affer grace by the Reverend Mr Phillippo
the operations of the table commenced.

An upper area - the saloon — had a
separate table for His Excellency the
Governor, Mr Henry, the owner of the
Estate, Mr Stewart, the Island Secretary
and Attorney for the Property, their guests
andthe Reverend MrPhillippo (performing
the honours of the table).

As soon as His Excellency the Governor
arrived at the Great House of the The cheerful order and decorum shown

Estate a group of the late Apprentices by the peasantry pleased His Excellency.
surrounded his carriage to greet him 1o repast was crowned by a delicious

and his group of friends. dessert.
A beautiful saloon had been prepared | mmediately on the removal of the cloth
for their recepfion. the President rose to propose the health of

Although no public announcements HerMost Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria
were made to announce that the fete and the noble Governor, Sir Lionel Smith,
was taking place a considerable number Wwhich were responded fo with thunders
of the respectable inhabitants of the of applause.

neighbourhood, and of Spanish Town, Before retumning to his cariage His
graced the scene with their presence. Excellency thanked the masses for
The tables were set out along a beautiful  their enthusiasm and expressed his full
lown between the Great House and a confidence in their good conduct.

cluster of the Apprentice's cottages. A one of the Apprentices was invited to

fabric of evergreens adorned the table, speak on behalf of the masses. He stood
which was also covered with flowers.
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HISTORICAL SOURCE 1:
An account of an Emancipation Day celebration held in
Jamaica on 1st August 1838, written by William Ramsay.

Celebration of the 1st August 1838 at Dawkins Caymanas near Spanish Town

and gave thanks to the Proprietor of the
Estate, the Attorney, the Overseersandthe
Special Magistrate of the Parish. He also
thanked the philanthropists at home and
abroad who had laboured so successfully
for their liberties.

The 300 guests were all cleanly and neatly
dressed and conducted themselvesin the
most orderly manner.

After singing a few hymns applicable
to the occasion, and engaging in other
acts of devotion enjoyed by the Baptist
Church, the company separated in good
time and in good humour, thus affording
as they were concerned the surest
promise of future industry, social order
and happiness.

Image 1: An exiract of the original account, written by William Ramsay
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An account of an Emancipation Day celebration held in
Jamaica on 1st August 1838, written by William Ramsay.

Image 2: A lithograph showing the 1st August
celebration at Dawkins Caymanas in 1838
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HISTORICAL SOURCE 2:

A 19th century engraving of an enslaved African family
celebrating their freedom. The exact date of this image is unknown.
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HISTORICAL SOURCE 3:
A photograph of a 19th century medal that was produced
to commemorate ‘Emancipation in the West Indies’.

The image on the front of the medal
shows an African man shaking hands
with a European man, accompanied
by an African woman and child and a
European woman wearing a bonnet.

The legend reads: ‘We Are Men And
Brethren’ and the medal is stamped:
‘Emancipation/ Aug. 1. 1838’.

The words on the reverse side state:
‘Their Names Shall Be Sacred In The
Memory Of The Just'. There is also an
inscription within a palm wreath: ‘Penn
/ Gran. Sharp / Wilberforce / Benezet /
Clarkson / Buxton / Brougham / Sturge
/ Sligo’.

The medal was produced fto
commemorate the ending of slavery in
the British Empire on 1st August 1838.

The list of names represent people
from Europe who were associated
with anti-slavery and emancipation
between the 17th and 19th centuries
— Williom Penn, Granville Sharp, Williaom
Wilberforce, Anthony Benezet, Thomas
Fowell Buxton, Henry Brougham, Joseph
Sturge and Howe Peter Browne (the
2nd Marquis of Sligo).
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This is an extract from a letter sent to the anti-slavery campaigner, Thomas Clarkson.
It was written by a Baptist pastor and missionary called John Clark, and was sent
to England on behalf of his church congregation in Brown’s Town (St Ann’s Parish,
Jamaica). The letteris dated 7th August 1838 and describes the celebrations that
took place on Emancipation Day.

The text appeared in the Morning Chronicle newspaper (published in London) on
4th October 1838.

Image 1: An exiract of the original account, written by William Ramsay

) What does this information source tell you about how people

in Brown’s Town celebrated emancipation?

) Who was Thomas Clarkson? Find out about his life.

) Why do you think that Pastor John Clark wrote to Thomas Clarkson?

) Why do you think this letter was published in a British newspaper?

- S . - IO,
-Inn the bases of real sovereignty. i - the foc
| to JAMAICA. soughl
d - O'Con
W | THE CHURCH AND CONGREGATION OF THE BAPTIST DENO- | ¢ b o
‘his MINATION, BROWN'S TOWN, AND 1THE CONGREGATION, p
has BETHANY-STREET, 8T, ANN'S, JAMAICA, TO THOMmas | FEPRITC
tah CLARKSON, E8Q. - at how
F Honoured and beloved Sir—By the good hand of | inspira
it | our God upon us we are privileged to see this day, which |, w
ef | has brought with it liberty to oursclves and to our chil- d1
ost | dren. 'We are now assembled in the house of God. We | #8G1Y ¢
nee | have Lited up the voiee of praise to him who hath done to sol
great things for us.  Our hearts are Qlled with joy, with The
aae atitude, with hope. the no!
hey While we feel that to God must be all the glory, we | r ..
wn | caunot refrain from thinking of those by whose instru. :
gn, | mentality Ged bas wrou ht. And foremost, venerable projec!
& " | sir, we think of you. We have heard with deep interest | must |




MAKING
FREEDOM

WINDRUSH FOUNDATION
EDUCATION PACK

—Key. Stage 2
HISTORICAL SOURCE 4:
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We beg, Leloved sir, to be allowed to subseribe our- | ywwa ¢ )
selves, Yours, with gratitude and affectfon, Christ

Joun Crang, Pastor. v
eaty |  Signed on behall and af the request of the congregations. Me, O

w
n ft,

then | August |, 1838 — Oagrr
) A Brown's Town, Jamaica, August 7, 1838, | Never
ot of Honoured and very dear Sir—I trust you will excuse |, Chri

the liberty which we have taken in seuding the aceom-
panying address to you, Ithas been prompted with gra- | FapPAT
titude and affection. It was unanimously agreed to by a | Christ
the | congregation of about 1,000 persons at Brown's Town, | apectf]
while an equal number were not able to get within the | ¢ po-0
1 ehapel walls It wag also adopted unanimonsly by a con- | eh
ssity | gregation of upwards of 1,000 persons at Rethany, ten | W€ I
it a | miles from Brown's Town, and p
It may give you pleasure to hear that the boon of | with ]
freedom was received with gladness ; that the Ist of | pae )
August wns spent as u sacrad sabbath.day; the places of viinl
At | worship were crowded, while thousinds were unable to | y
peo- | obtain admission. The three following days were spent in fﬂﬂﬂ:il
‘hem | joyousness and festivity ; but | have not heard of o single |  We
“ .. | instanee of disorder, or ene of drunkenness, single
¥ s |00 the 24 80O persons sat down in our ehapel-yard to | Tors
ing | a feast, all neatly dressed, all well behaved, It wasa | 'I]-
hose | duy to which [ shall ever look back with unfeigned | 87€ U
leasure, Maau
e to| P -
: At Bethany we worship in a large rough shed. The | the n
1the | noople who attend, anxious to manifest their gratitude to | 1o & ¢
lives | God for his mercy to them, contributed no less a sum
than 230/ currency to build o place of worship. el
Your labours on behall of the sons and daughters of | INE &
Africn bave not been in vain. They have baen produc- | one ©
y of | tive of incileulwble good. Ethioyia is stretching forth | 1n 1}
" this | her hands unto God ! . P
mself | Did time allow I would do myzelf the pleasure of writing | =™
mare at large ; but the packet post is about 1o l-_zm'm and lh’_m :
there will not be another opportunity of sendivg for o | fair 2
LPTO- L fortnight. Oh
this Praying thot God muy bless you with every temporal | Wh
ree of | and spiritual good,

oh-

ty of

eetly

# Le-

eHling

; : . 10 st
ati I am, beloved sir, yours affectionately, _
““:Inﬁ 1. EE.AHE. Baptist Missionary. Ih;lr

xS ¥ ' « | and A
ator | 1 hE+ Lausanne G’r::'rﬂe statex, that the Swiss o1 th )

I N denutation sent 1o samnliment the Ewperor of AvSTHIA |
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The lyrics of thissong were printed in the Liverpool Mercury newspaper on 3rd August
1838. The song was written and performed by a man called Richard Rathbone
at a meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society in Liverpool to celebrate Emancipation
Day in the Caribbean. Richard Rathbone (1788-1860) was a wealthy merchant in
Liverpool who campaigned against slavery all his life.

A transcript of the meeting held on 3rd August 1838 was published on page
252 of the newspaper. During the meeting members of the Anti-Slavery Society
celebrated the emancipation of enslaved Africans and also discussed sending
funds to the Caribbean to help with education.

0L MERCURY.

—_——

. Thee #iberpool Mercurp. | =

SALUS POPULI LEX SUPREMA.
— - — = |

DAY, AUGUST 3, 1838, D
FRI \UGUST 3, 1538 g

TORY FALSEHOODS RESPECTING IRELAND. |55

——— ‘tl_"-

A

Note:
A translation of the Latin phrase below the newspaper’s fitle is:
‘THE HEALTH OF THE PEOPLE IS THE SUPREME LAW’

Source:
The British Newspaper Archive:
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
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I = T WOollll T Tenady to 00t with tham in the fﬂﬂ‘ﬂ.lﬂﬂn and - TR ~
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‘ould | exceution. TR SR Tueleal | ool
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!I!m. “ Scotr wha hae wi' Wﬂ"ﬂq bled.” M,
1%?11& WRITTEN FOR THE lIsr AUGUST, 1030, Eehteﬂ
the Injured men | who Yong havea bled, ' “E
e Tep ot aons e
e I i e N
. ow's the and now
fter- Heo the trontuf Fieelon o Ve Mr. |
sy e e g
i Who “:]i‘ﬂhﬂ:fl:;ﬂ? :'lmn = v
they Whe would fill a mw‘:'mfg ﬁvi P B RIO
prin- "Tig he who left the wrotohed Blava the hes
phy, Whh;;ﬂpﬂm misery | EE ;:'
g o, for Freedom's rights and law .
Lad e Wi T L o Sand - s
;il;:i . The traco of Befiyy DIave inw o M
- a & who drain'd his :
x in o sl ppreicn’ wo i puine: B,
H Y o |
:‘;‘f o 'rl:mt all should happy be. *hghﬁ
roud nsnrpers low nre found
must runts prostrate strew the ground ! Boclet;
them erty's in ey'ry sound :— The
257 | T, 300 S S ST iy | B
¥ - D HINT - o
they | fo5@ the naxt toast. He said that, %&m&? {vpﬁ}‘: g;t
iecet- | something to have corradie o 5 Soiieh slavery, still it was | mugh |
ear.) | hove shown them, that as soon as the samo thing was asterneeg | the
\ The | Snder anether namo the attack would be repeated. (Hear hoaw) | 204 th /

Why do you think information about Emancipation Day
in the Caribbean was published in a Liverpool newspaper?

Who was Richard Rathbone referring to when he wrote the line
“Injured men! Who long have bled”?

Find out about the Rathbone family in Liverpool. Why do you think Richard
Rathbone was an anti-slavery campaigner?
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An extract adapted from an article published in the Jamaica Gleaner newspaper
on 4th August 2012. The article includes historical information about the first ‘free
villages’ established after emancipation in the 19th century.

Article title:
Emancipation: Full Freedom in Jamaica Saturday, August 4, 2012

.! Apprenticeship in the Caribbean

The apprenticeship period was part of the Emancipation

Act that came into force after the abolition of slavery in 1834. Under this system
apprentices were still forced to work for plantation owners for 40 hours per week
without any payment, but were also allowed to work for wages during their free time.
Originally, the British Imperial government wanted apprenticeship to carry on in

the Caribbean until 1840, but the apprentices and anti-slavery campaigners

forced the government to bring the system to an end on 1st August 1838.

.! The growth of free villages

Free villages were established after full emancipation in 1838.

They developed when groups of freed individuals came together to set up a new
community and buy their own land away from the plantations, or when individuals
bought land and then subdivided it into lots for other people to buy or rent. Often
church leaders helped formerly enslaved Africans to establish free villages.

Free villages gave the former enslaved Africans the freedom to explore their newly
won rights resulting from emancipation. They now had access to land of their own,
free from restrictions and the domination of plantation owners. This meant that they
could plant their own cash crops and support their families. The free villages, in
essence, gave the emancipated the first opportunity to explore freedom.
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' Sligoville, St Catherine

Sligoville is the name of the first free village to be established in Jamaica after
emancipation. It was supported by missionaries of the church who were sympathetic
tothe cause ofthe enslaved African population. On 10th July 1835, a Baptist missionary
in Jamaica called the Reverend James Phillipo bought 25 acres of land near Spanish
Town, in the parish of St Catherine, for £100. The land was later subdivided into Y
acre lots and sold to formerly enslaved Africans for the sum of £3.

Some of the names of the first people

to purchase their own land are shown below:

* Henry Lunan » George Coburn * Edward Allen
* Robert Talbot * Elizabeth Francis o Will Atkinson
e William James * Robert Downer e Thomas Clarke
e James Henry * William Hy Cooper e Thomas Hy Cooper
* Lewis Harvey * Francis Cooper e Thomas Walter
. Y. Y

WELCOME =
e 10

L Sticov:
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Some of the names of the first people
to purchase their own land are shown below:

In October 1835 the first residents of this free village started to build a new school
and church building, which were both completed in fime for the Emancipation
Day celebrations on 1st August 1838. On 12th June 1840 the village of Sligoville
was formally dedicated. It was named after Lord Sligo (a man called Howe
Peter Browne), the Governor of Jamaica from 1834 101836, to acknowledge his
contribution to the process of emancipation.

\ ittt bR y

This is an illustration of the first homes built in Sligoville during the 1830s.

Maidstone, Manchester

Maidstone is a small historic village in the north-western hills of Manchester.
It was originally a coffee plantation. The township was established as a free
village in 1840 by the Moravians to provide a settlement for former enslaved
African displaced after emancipation. The original settlement covered 341
acres of land. When the Moravians purchased the land it was subdivided into
98 lots ranging in size from 1-15 acres.

Sturge Town, St Ann

A Baptist missionary called the Reverend John Clark was the main person
responsible for the establisnment of the free village of Sturge Town. Established
in 1840, Sturge Town has the distinction of being Jamaica’s second-oldest
free village. The town was named in honour of Joseph Sturge, an anti-slavery
campaigner who helped to end the apprenticeship system in the Caribbean.
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\PURCHASE F5RANGEMENT M1 Asyia was DINIDE
VILLAGE TAPS AND SOLD TO 'O0 FAMILIES

) OF THE NEWLY

ale

_ETHOPIA WILL QUICKLY STRETCH OUT

a3
00.PS. 52

This photograph shows a monument erected in Sturge Town,
Jamaica’s second free village, established in 1840 in St. Ann’s parish
(Photographer: Gladstone Taylor). Stony Gut, St Thomas

Stony Gut, St. Thomas

Stony Gut was the home of Jamaican National Hero Paul Bogle, the leader
of the Morant Bay Rebellion in 1865. It is also one of the earliest independent
free villages established after emancipation. The photograph on the right is
believed to be an image of Paul Bogle, taken in 1865.
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HISTORICAL SOURCE 7:
An exiract from a notice published in the
Bristol Mercury newspaper (in the UK) on 23rd June 1838.

This notice announces that apprenticeship will end on Tst August 1838 in the
Caribbean countries formerly governed by Britain. The information suggests that
emancipation took place at different times — because Antiguans were emancipated
in 1834, four years before people in the other former colonies of the British Empire.

E ABOLITION OF APPRENTICESHIP'SI:AVERY.

It is our gratifying duty to annmounce that the force of‘i

re 4 F 5 S s
re | public opinion in the mother country, joined to an over-
ry § whelming sense of the unsatisfactory and dangerous state

of the probationery system, and, let us hope and be ready
le | to believe, an admixture of still higher motives have led.
"~ | to the abolition of the remzainder of the term of appren-
— | ticeship, on and from the }st of August, ia the coloniesof
St. Vincent and Barbadoes. St. Kitts, following the ex-
g ample so worthily set by Antigua, and so well followed by

St. Vincent and Barbadoes, has also passed resolutions for
& | carrying this object into effect ; and, as most of our readers
[ | are probably aware, Nevis, Tortole, and Montserrat have
already =adopted the same principle ; “Grenada and the
Windward Isles are expecte immediately to do'the same ;
and even at Jamaica “ the prevailing opinion is”—we gquote
from a private letter—*° that the planters and other inha-
bitants of this island are so disgusted and harassed by the
continual agitation of the question,” and “ so alarmed at
the mischiefs which are likely to result from the present
state of the colony, that they will abolish the. remazaining
la § apprenticeship also, and even submix to this further sacri-
fice of property (1), in order to preserve their lives, which
the present course of agitation is likely to endanger.”

[L]

b

:: Making allowance for the feelings under which the writer
\s | of this letter evidently labours, we have no doubt that he

e i truly describes the tendency of the public mind in Jamaica

o | Bpon this important subject. The legislatare of this island
b, | Was convened for the 5th instant, to take the subject into |
.1 { consideration: and we. have no doubt that a few weeks | {
by | #ilt enable us to congratulate our readers on the utter |1

extinction of slavery in the British colonies on the 1st of

August in the present year,

2 he only colony which furnishes a detail of these inte-
F resting proceedings is St. Vincent's, and we take the an-

¥ | nexed extracts from the papers of that island :—

- The following entry was made on the minutes of the Legislative
Council, at a meeting of the honourable board on the 17tir April :

“ The couuncil, after the most careful consideration of the Go-
vernor's messageof the 15th January, 1833, in which his excellency
urged upon the Legislative Council tbe wisdom and expediency
of terminating the apprenticeship in August, IBS8; reflecting.
morecver, on the good faith of the British legislature, in rejecting
- fany ammg:l: te abolish the emancipation act of che imperial par-

llament of 1333, without the co-operation of the colonial legisla-
- ptares ; and taking into consideration the general goodconduct of
itheapprenticed populiation, under 80 unprecedented an experiment,
and during a period of continued excitement ;—under such <ir-
cumstances, snd infuenced by such reasons, the members. of
council are desirous of plscing on record the foliowing unanimous
opinion :—

B T'hat it is not only expedieut to vield o the wishes of the
British public, which have been so strongly expressed on this mo-
L mentous guestion ; but that, moreover, it will be the most con-
ducive to the general interest and-happiness of the colony, that o
bili should be speedily passed declaring the absolute emancipaticon
of all classes of apprenticed iabourers on the Ist of August, 1838 ;
and farther, that the said bill be accompanied by such constitu-
tionzl mensures as are furnished by the Briush common and statute
iaw, 2o the end that peace and industry, the handmaids of prospe-
rity, may minister to the best interests of this island.”

« Jouan A. Beckres. President.”
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